
‘Trouble with the Neighbours’: 
Construction, Disruption and Damages

Holding Redlich and SOCLA are delighted to invite you to our 
upcoming event with our speaker Philip Britton LLB BCL. The event 

will be chaired by Matthew Bell (bios on next page).

VENUE: 
Holding Redlich
Level 65 MLC Centre
19 Martin Place
Sydney NSW 2000

DATE/TIME:  
Monday 9 October 2017
5.45pm for a 6.00pm start
Networking event to follow 
Refreshments will be served

RSVP:
Please RSVP by Wednesday 4 October to zoe.robinson@holdingredlich.com or
phone Zoe Robinson on (02) 8083 0402

Please advise of  any dietary requirements

Neighbours asserting rights derived from a mixture of  land law and the law of  
tort have the potential to delay or completely compromise a construction project 
nearby.  Understanding how the law balances ‘the right to build’ against the rights 
of  neighbours should be part of  project management and risk allocation; but 
it’s often neglected until an unhappy neighbour threatens (even worse, actually 
launches) action in a civil court for damages or – the nightmare scenario – an 
injunction to stop construction.  

This talk will explain the legal background to such claims, with a special focus 
on how the law may protect a tenant, unhappy with the negative impact of  
a construction project undertaken by his/her landlord.  The common law of  
England & Wales and recent case law from London are the starting-point, but the 
talk will refer to Australasian versions of  these principles (some in statutory form, 
hence specific to individual States or Territories) and to commonly used standard 
forms in Australia.



Philip Britton LLB BCL will be the speaker at this event. 
He is a Senior Fellow, University of  Melbourne, teaching 
construction law subjects regularly in the Melbourne 
Law Masters; also Visiting Professor and former Director, 
Centre of  Construction Law & Dispute Resolution, 
Dickson Poon School of  Law, King’s College London.  
Starting in 2000, he has won a prize or commendation 
seven times in the annual Hudson essay competition run 
by the Society of  Construction Law (UK), most recently 
for ‘Quiet Enjoyment Revisited: A Landlord’s Liability to a 
Tenant for Disruption Caused by Construction’ (first prize, 
2016).  He offered talks on aspects of  security of  payment 
to SoCLA in Newcastle NSW and Darwin in 2016, as well 
as chairing a session in the SoCLA Annual Conference in 
Melbourne that year.

‘Trouble with the Neighbours’: 
Construction, Disruption and Damages

Matthew Bell will be chairing this discussion, he is a 
well known Senior Lecturer and Co-Director of  Studies 
for Construction Law at Melbourne Law School. He 
has extensive experience in this field and has been a 
construction lawyer based in Melbourne and has also 
worked in London. Matthew has published multiple articles 
on construction law in Australia and his scholarship and 
teaching has been recognised in several awards.


