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Summary: supply pressures still biting

This survey was conducted during the second half of June 2021 and was of a similar
design to a Master Builders Australia survey conducted during March 2021.

The results show that supply issues with respect to building materials and trades continue
to represent a significant challenge for our industry.

Timber, other wood products, windows, steel products and roofing supplies represent the
greatest difficulties in the market for building materials.

For other building materials, there are some indications that the product supply situation
has improved since March.

In contrast, trade supply pressures appear to have worsened markedly since March across
almost all 15 categories.

The tightest trade supply pressures relate to bricklayers, carpenters, concreters,
electricians and floor finishers.

For both materials and trades, these supply issues typically involve longer-than-usual
delays in accessing the product as well as price increases.

Building materials: timber represents biggest headache

Delays are more common than not in accessing six categories of building product (out of
19 included in the survey).

These six categories are timber, non-timber wood, windows, steel products, doors and
non-tile roofing materials.

Most respondents have seen the price increase for 13 of the 19 categories of material
included in the survey.

Price increases were most common for timber (91.1 per cent), steel products (78.8 per
cent), other wood (77.1 per cent), windows (64.2 per cent) and non-tile roofing (64.1 per
cent).

The largest average price increases affected steel products (+10.8 per cent), timber
(+10.1 per cent), non-timber wood (+10.1 per cent), non-tile roofing (+8.8 per cent) and
windows (+8.8 per cent).
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Proportion of Master Builders Survey respondents affected by product price
increases (%)
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Trades: delays lengthen, price pressure accelerate
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In general, the trade supply situation appears to be more challenging than with products.
The majority of survey respondents have experienced both delays and price increases
for every single one of the 15 trade categories included in the survey.

The survey shows that average delays are longest when it comes to the supply of
bricklayers, carpenters, concreters, electricians and floor finishers.

In terms of average trade price rises, the largest have affected carpenters (+18.0 per
cent), joiners (+17.8 per cent), roof installers (+17.3 per cent), stonemasons (+16.8 per
cent) and structural steel workers (+16.6 per cent).

There has been a significant worsening of conditions with respect to delays and price
increases in the market for trades since March.

Proportion of Master Builders Survey respondents affected by trades delays (%)
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Proportion of Master Builders Survey respondents affected by trades price
increases (%)
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Average increase in price of selected trades (%)
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Detailed results tables

























