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Membersô Newsletter 
Edition No 2 (Summer, Dec 2009- Feb 2010) 

2010 ï Entering SoCLAôs Second Year! 

APPY New Year and welcome to the second edition of the quarterly 

SoCLA Newsletter. 2009 deserves to be remembered as a watershed 

year for construction dispute resolution in Australia, and not only 

because of the formation of SoCLA ï by yearôs end all states and 

territories had enacted various forms of security of payment legislation. 

So far as Society activity is concerned, we are pleased to report that plans are 

now well advanced for SoCLAôs inaugural National Conference due to be 

held at the Burswood Hotel and Resort in Perth, on 18-19 June 2010. Al l 

SoCLA members are invited to submit papers on any topic related to 

construction disputes, preferably as soon as possible. The first conference of 

its type to be held in Australia, this event promises to be an excellent 

educational, social and business development opportunity. So please keep 

your diary free. 

Secondly, SoCLA has negotiated for its members to obtain óoverseas e-

membershipsô of the Society of Construction Law in the United Kingdom 

which, among other benefits, confers access to the UK SCLôs vast library of 

academic papers free of charge. 

Thirdly, SoCLAôs website is now operational ï see www.scl.org.au, 

Finally, we are pleased to report that in the four months to December 2009, 

SoCLA membership numbers increased by 88% - from 161 to 302. 

For further information about each of these developments, read on. 
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ADVERTISING IN THE SOCLA NEWSLETTER  

SoCLA welcomes applications from commercial organizations 

whose product or service is likely to be of interest to our members. 

Rates (for A4 advertisements): 

  1 edition: $500 

  2 editions: $900 

  3 editions: $1275 

Other rates available on application. For publishers with textbooks to 

promote, we can offer packages which combine an independent 

book review by SoCLAôs academic subcommittee in this newsletter 

with one or more advertisements. We especially welcome the 

opportunity to publicize works by SoCLA members.  

For more information please contact newsletter@scl.org.au. 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Academic Positions at Melbourne Law School 

The Melbourne Law School has invited applications for academic 

positions.  Please refer to www.jobs.unimelb.edu.au (position number 

0023045).  Any enquiries should be directed to Professor Michael 

Crommelin, Dean, at law-academicpositions @unimelb.edu.au or tel + 

61 3 8344 6172.  Applications close on 7 March 2010. 

 

 
 

 

 

Advertisement 

mailto:newsletter@scl.org.au
http://www.jobs.unimelb.edu.au/
mailto:law-academicpositions@unimelb.edu.au
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Programme of Events 

 

For SoCLA events, as each event is organized, members will normally 

be advised to members via email. 

 
 

March 2010 

Climate Change ï Copenhagen, What Now? 

Details of the third SoCLA National Conference will be emailed to 

members. 

 

June 2010 

The Society of Construction Law Australia will hold its inaugural annual 

conference in Perth, Western Australia on 18 - 19 June 2010. The theme of 

the conference is: 

ñTHE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AND THE LAW: LIFE AFTER 

THE GFCò 

 

See also the ñCall to Papersò below. 

The incoming Chairman of the Society of Construction Law UK, Adrian 

Hughes QC, will deliver the keynote speech on global impacts of the GFC 

on construction law. The conference is expected to attract quality papers 

from international and Australian professionals with an interest in 

construction law. Abstracts of proposed papers or entries for the Brooking 

Prize are invited and can be submitted up to 31 March 2010.  

Perth Conference 

General 

National Seminar 
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See www.scl.org.au/assets/ Flyers /soclaconferencecallforpapers/pdf.  The 

detailed conference program will be fixed after the academic subcommittee 

as peer-reviewed the abstracts and papers submitted. 

The Societyôs first Annual Dinner will be held at the conclusion of the 

conference. The guest speaker at that dinner will be the Honorable Robert 

Brooking AO, who will present the 2010 Brooking Essay Prize for the best 

original paper on a topic related to construction law. 

The conference and dinner will be held at the Burswood Convention Centre, 

conveniently located near Perth city and the airport. On the Swan River, 

Burswood has two international hotels, a range of bars and restaurants, and 

provides a variety of entertainment including a golf course. 

 

Further details of the conference can be found at the Societyôs website: 

www.scl.org.au. 

The SoCLA gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Perth 

Convention Centre and Tourism Western Australia. 

 

October 2010 

Registration 08:30am. Conference 09:00am ï 5:30pm 

ESCL ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2010 

Amsterdam, 14th, 15th and 16th October 2010 

Conference topic: The Dutch standard contracts on DBFMO and design-

contract: a foreign view. 

For further information see the European SCL website, www.escl.org. 

 

 

 

For further overseas events, SoCLA members who find themselves abroad 

may also wish to consult the websites of the various other SCLs, as follows:  

 

www.escl.org     (Europe) 

www.scl-uae.org     (Gulf States) 

www.scl.hk     (Hong Kong) 

www.myscl.org    (Malaysia) 

www.constructionlaw.org.nz   (New Zealand) 

www.scl.org.sg     (Singapore) 

www.scl.org.uk    (United Kingdom) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amsterdam Conference 

General 

http://www.scl.org.au/assets/%20Flyers%20/soclaconferencecallforpapers/pdf
http://www.escl.org/
http://www.escl.org/
http://www.scl-uae.org/
http://www.scl.hk/
http://www.myscl.org/
http://www.constructionlaw.org.nz/
http://www.scl.org.sg/
http://www.scl.org.uk/
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Previous Events 

 

September and November 2009 

Details of the two National Seminars held last year, on ñAlliancingò and 

ñPublic Procurementò respectively, will be posted on the SoCLA website 

 

October 2009 

Friday, 2 October 2009 at 6:00pm ï 11:00pm GMT 

ñNever Mind the Asheséò: An Informal Event to Celebrate the Launch of 

SoCLA (Joint Event with UK SCL) 

This event took place in a London pub (as can be seen from the pictures below). 

SoCLA was represented by Professor Ian Bailey SC, Phillip Greenham, Rashda 

Rana & Matthew Bell. 

 

 

 

London Event: SoCLA Chairman Ian Bailey SC (left foreground) is introduced by 

expatriate Australian and UK SCL Councillor Julian Bailey (right foreground). 

Also in picture are, from left to right, UK SCL Councillors Barry Milton and Keith 

Kirkwood, Anna Shadbolt and UK SCL Councillor Professor Anthony Lavers. 

 

 

Past London Seminar &  

Reception 

Past National Seminars 
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From left: Attendees include SoCLA Vice Chairman Phillip Greenham, Julian 

Bailey, Keith Kirkwood, Anna Shadbolt, Anthony Lavers and Jason Strong. 

 

 

Tuesday, 20 October 2009 

Dispute Boards and Construction Contracts 

(Event jointly hosted by SoCLA, CommBar and Dispute Review Board Australasia 

Inc.) 

Presenters: George Golvan, QC and Donald Charrett (Barristers, Victorian Bar)  

Audio and video from this seminar is now available for members to view on the 

SoCLA website, www.scl.org.au See also extract from paper reproduced below. 

 

 

 

 

 

Membersô Notices 

Call for papers for Society of Construction Law Australia Conference in Perth 

June 2010  

ñThe Construction Industry and the Law: Life after the GFCò 

Australia appeared to weather the Global Financial Crisis (ñGFCò) better than some 

other advanced economies. Nevertheless, Australia was significantly affected by 

global events, and this impacted the construction industry in a number of ways. The 

theme of this conference is how the GFC has affected and will continue to affect 

the practice of construction law. 

Papers are invited relating to any construction law-related topic, particularly 

those which can be linked to the conference theme.  Some suggested topics include: 

Past Melbourne Seminar 

http://www.scl.org.au/
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¶ What was the impact of the GFC on the Australian construction industry?  

¶ Will the GFC have a long-term impact on project financing and contractor 

capabilities? 

¶ Has the nature of Contractor-Employer relationships been changed by the 

GFC? 

¶ Did the GFC change the number or nature of construction disputes?  

¶ Were the existing forms of ADR appropriate to resolve disputes arising 

from the GFC? 

¶ Were the contractual provisions in place before the GFC appropriate to the 

risks that materialised?  Were particular forms of contract more or less 

suited than others to the changed circumstances? 

¶ What lessons for the practice of construction law should be learned (or 

relearned) from the GFC? 

¶ Will the GFC have a long-term impact on risk allocation? 

¶ Has the GFC changed perceptions of the appropriate balance between time, 

cost and quality? 

¶ Whole life costing of construction projects, and its influence on 

procurement methods. 

¶ Green capabilities of projects - energy efficiency, sustainability and 

minimising the carbon footprint. 

¶ Are previous project management structures and resources appropriate in 

the post-GFC world? 

¶ Do the time management provisions of contracts need rethinking? 

¶ Do existing forms of contract allow the full advantages of modern BIM 

[Building Information Management] systems to be realised, or allocate the 

risks in using BIM to the party best able to manage them? 

¶ What are the implications of the GFC for the Public-Private Partnership 

mode of delivery?  

¶ What impact does an economic downturn such as the GFC have on the 

litigiousness of potential parties to construction disputes? 

¶ How have government stimulus programs to address the GFC impacted on 

the construction industry? 

Intending authors can either submit an abstract of their proposed paper of no more 

than 250 words , or submit an essay for the Brooking Prize by 31 March 2010, 

indicating that the paper is also to be considered for presentation at the conference. 

Abstracts are to be submitted at: https://register.eecw.com.au/ei/getdemo.ei? 

id=434&s=_1QS0QJ3TH. 

https://register.eecw.com.au/ei/getdemo.ei?%20id=434&s=_1QS0QJ3TH
https://register.eecw.com.au/ei/getdemo.ei?%20id=434&s=_1QS0QJ3TH
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Details of entries for the Brooking Prize are at: http://www.scl.org.au/the-2010-

brooking-prize/. 

Following peer review, the authors of papers accepted for the conference will be 

advised no later than 9 April 2010. The full text of final papers submitted by 

abstract is required by 30 April 2010, to ensure that the conference program can be 

finalised, and the papers will be available to conference registrants before the 

conference. Late papers will not be included in the conference program. The 

recommended length of papers is around 5000 words. 

Authors of papers accepted will be allotted 10-15 minutes to present their papers at 

the conference, with a similar period for questions.  Authors of accepted papers will 

be required to commit to attending the conference (at a reduced registration fee) to 

deliver their papers.  

Membersô Contributions 

In order to make our Membersô Newsletter more relevant to you, we are calling for 

and encourage our members to submit appropriate contributions for publication in 

our subsequent newsletters.   

We also welcome your comments and suggestions on the content you would like to 

see included in our quarterly newsletters.  

Please feel free to send your comments and contributions via post to the National 

Secretariat or email to newsletter@scl.org.au. 

Website 

Our website (www.scl.org.au) is now up and running. The website includes a 

discussion forum and, it is intended, will eventually include papers and 

presentations from SoCLA events. 

UK E-Memberships 

SoCLA advises that it has negotiated ñoverseas e-membershipò of the UK SCL for 

all SoCLA members who desire it. This allows SoCLA members to access the UK 

SCLôs impressive database of academic papers embedded in its website free of any 

additional charge. For further details, please refer to the email sent out to all 

SoCLA members. 

 

SoCLA Membership Drive 

SoCLA is still desirous to increase its member numbers. We would thus be grateful 

if you could forward this newsletter onto any current or former colleagues, friends, 

clients, employees, employers, contractors or opponents who might have an interest 

in construction law. An application form for SoCLA membership is annexed to the 

end of this document so that those to whom it is forwarded can apply to the Society 

for membership if they so wish. 

http://www.scl.org.au/the-2010-brooking-prize/
http://www.scl.org.au/the-2010-brooking-prize/
mailto:newsletter@scl.org.au
http://www.scl.org.au/
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New Position for SoCLA Executive Secretary 

Rashda Rana, SoCLA Executive Secretary and National 

Committee Member, has taken up the position of General 

Counsel with Bovis Lend Lease. Her responsibilities cover both 

Australia and South East Asia. 

 

 

Phillip B lunden Appointed Treasurer for SoCLA 

Congratulations to Phillip Blunden, who has been appointed SoCLAôs new 

Treasurer. Mr Blunden is Managing Director of Hinds Blunden, an Australian 

consulting firm. 

Australian Successes in SCL UKôs Hudson Prizeé 

SoCLA is delighted to note the extraordinary success which Australian 

construction lawyers have achieved in the Hudson Prize run by the Society of 

Construction Law in the UK. 

The Hudson Prize (www.scl.org.uk/hudson-prize), awarded annually by the 

Society in the UK, has this year been won by Mat Stulic , a Senior Associate with 

Clayton Utz based in Sydney. The other joint winner, Aidan Steensma (who is 

with CMS Cameron McKenna in London) also is an Australian, having begun his 

career with Corrs Chambers Westgarth in Brisbane. The paper of Trevor 

Thomas, a Senior Associate with Clayton Utz based in Melbourne and a member 

of our Academic Subcommittee, was adjudged "Highly Commended". 

é And in the SCL Hong Kong Essay Prize 

As if scooping the Hudson Prize pool was not enough for the Australian 

construction law community, The SCL Hong Kong Essay Prize has also been won 

by Dr Donald Charrett , a barrister who is the Chair of the Melbourne TEC 

Chambers, the Chair of SoCLAôs Conferences Subcommittee and Deputy Chair of 

the SoCLA Academic Subcommittee. Dr Charrettôs winning paper, a summary of 

which appears below, is titled óThe Engineer is Dead: Long Live the Engineer!ô 

 

On behalf all our members, we congratulate our colleagues on these marvellous 

achievements.  And, just a reminder that our own essay prize, named for the 

Honourable Robert Brooking QC, is accepting entries until 31 March 

2010.  Details at http://www.scl.org.au/the-2010-brooking-prize/.   

 (www.scl.hk/prize.htm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scl.org.uk/hudson-prize
http://www.scl.org.au/the-2010-brooking-prize/
http://www.scl.hk/prize.htm)
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Membersô Papers 

 

The Engineer is dead. Long live the engineer! 
Dr Donald Charrett, Melbourne TEC Chambers 

 

(An extract from Dr Charrettôs prize-winning paper) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Traditionally, the engineer ñwore many hatsò in connection with a construction 

project ï as promoter, designer, project manager, contract administrator, certifier, 

adjudicator and sometimes even arbitrator. A number of those functions were 

fulfilled as "the Engineer" under a construction contract, in which the engineer, 

although engaged by the Employer, was expected to act independently of both 

contract parties in his/her administration of the contract. It is apparent that that role 

is largely defunct under many modern construction contracts (e.g. ICE, FIDIC, 

NEC), as it is perceived (at least to the authors of many standard form construction 

contracts) that it is no longer possible for one individual/entity to satisfactorily 

discharge the manifold responsibilities implicit in the traditional independent 

Engineer (or Architect) role. The paper uses several case studies to illustrate major 

problems which have arisen from an inappropriate role for the Engineer resulting 

from inadequate definition, execution and coordination of the various engineering 

functions. It is suggested that definition and proper execution of these functions are 

as important to the successful outcome of projects as ever. Splitting the roles 

between different people is not necessarily an improvement because of the higher 

cost and increased time to resolve issues. 

What is the role of the engineer? 

There are a number of roles fulfilled by an engineer in connection with a major 

construction project. The role of a particular engineer includes one or more of the 

following: 

1. Promoting the functional and technical aspects of the project to potential 

project sponsors/financiers/regulatory authorities. 

2. Advising the Employer at the concept stage of a project on possible 

options for project delivery, including suitable design and construction 

concepts, cost estimates and project procurement options (including 

appropriate forms of contract). 
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3. Calling tenders on the behalf of the Employer. 

4. Assessment of contractorsô proposals and advising the Employer on the 

most appropriate contractor to be contracted to execute the works. 

5. Preparation of preliminary designs to refine concepts and enable more 

realistic cost estimates to be determined. 

6. Preparation of design documentation in sufficient detail to enable 

contractors to determine appropriate construction methods and prepare 

accurate tenders for the construction costs. 

7. Project managing the project on behalf of the Employer, including 

monitoring progress, reporting on the Contractor's achievement of 

contractual time, cost and quality obligations. 

8. Preparation of ñfor constructionò drawings and documentation. 

9. Technical review and inspection of the Contractor 's work, including 

assessment as to whether the contractorôs fabrication and erection methods 

will have any adverse impact on the suitability of the as constructed design 

to fulfil its purpose in accordance with the design assumptions. 

10. Administering the construction contract on behalf of the Employer, 

including an assessment of the Contractor's compliance with the 

contractual requirements, and taking proactive steps to foresee and manage 

risks so that the Contractor achieves the requirements of the contract. 

11. Issuing instructions to the Contractor on behalf of the Employer, 

particularly with respect to variations. 

12. Assessing the Contractorôs claims for time and money and certifying 

the Contractor's progress to enable the Employer to make progress 

payments as required by the construction contract. 

13. Adjudication of contractual disputes between the Contractor and 

Employer. 

In this paper the term engineer is used for the person/entity providing one or more 

"engineering" (including project management) services in relation to one or more 

aspects of a construction project, such obligations being defined under the 

engineer's contract with the Employer. The term Engineer is used for the 

person(s)/entity who not only fulfils the contract administration role of the 

Engineer (or Architect or Superintendent) under a construction contract, but also 

other roles of the engineer. In the sense used in this paper, the "traditional" 

Engineer usually fulfilled all the roles of both engineer and Engineer. 

England's most famous 19th-century engineer (and on one assessment its second 

most famous person), IK Brunel, epitomised the traditional Engineer. He nurtured a 

wide range of groundbreaking and visionary projects from conception through 

design to execution by contractors whose contracts he administered and adjudicated 

upon. However, as discussed below, he was not necessarily independent and 

impartial. It is apparent that 1-6 above are functions carried out before the contract 
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between Employer and Contractor (the Contract) is entered into. Functions 7, 8 and 

9 are essentially separate to any role involving the administration of the Contract. 

In carrying out these functions, the Engineer is undoubtedly acting as the agent of 

the Employer (even if not in strict legal sense). Functions 10- 12 are those involved 

in contract administration, whereas 13 is a dispute resolution role. The question 

then arises as to whether the Engineer acts as the Employer's agent in carrying out 

all of these functions, or whether s/he has an independent and impartial role in 

carrying out some functions. These functions comprising the role of the engineer 

are categorised in the table in the Annexure. 

 

[é] 

 

A copy of this paper in full will be posted to the SoCLA website. 

 

Dispute Boards and Construction Contracts 

(This event was jointly hosted by SoCLA, CommBar and Dispute Review Board 

Australasia Inc.) 

Presenters: George Golvan, QC and Donald Charrett (Barristers, Victorian Bar)  

 

Dispute Boards are a new (for Australia) paradigm for the avoidance and resolution 

of disputes arising from construction contracts. The talk explains what a Dispute 

Board is, how it is constituted, and how it operates in practise in large projects. The 

key features which monitor the project, promote the avoidance of disputes and 

enable speedy and cost effective resolution of disputes, that might occur, will be 

highlighted. Costs of Dispute Boards will be discussed, and their cost effectiveness 

demonstrated. The efficacy of Dispute Boards will be demonstrated by reference to 

their use in successful projects in Australia, with particular reference to the 

outcomes achieved which would not have resulted from other dispute resolution or 

dispute avoidance processes.  

For paper, presentation, audio and video footage of this event, see the SoCLA 

website, www.scl.org.au. 
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Construction News 

Security of Payment Legislation Now Covers All of the Nation 

Australia now has security of payment legislation in every state and territory 

following the adoption of corresponding Acts in South Australia, Tasmania and the 

Australian Capital Territory. 

In the ACT, the Building and Construction Industry (Security of Payment) Act 

2009 was passed by the ACT Legislative Assembly on 19 November 2009 and 

comes into force on 1 July 2010. 

In South Australia, the Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act 

2009 received assent on 3 December 2009. The Act will come into operation on a 

day to be fixed by proclamation. 

In Tasmania, the Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act 2009 

received Royal Assent on 17 December 2009 and came into operation on the same 

day. 
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Book Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Loots and Dr Donald Charrett 

Practical Guide to Engineering and Construction 

Contracts  

CCH, 2009 

ISBN 978 1 921593 52 9 

A$95.00 

Review by Matthew Bell (pictured) 

The Australian $100 note bears the likenesses of two antipodeans who gained an 

international reputation in their respective fields.  On one side can be found Dame 

Nellie Melba, the soprano who was the darling of Covent Garden in the early 

twentieth century. On the other side is Sir John Monash. Whilst Monash is 

probably most famous for his exploits as a General on the Western Front, he also 

made a pioneering contribution, as a civil engineer and public servant, to the 

development of social and economic infrastructure in Australia. 

Readers finding themselves in possession of such a banknote would be hard 

pressed to find a better way to spend it than by buying the new book by Philip 

Loots and Donald Charrett entitled Practical Guide to Engineering and 

Construction Contracts.  As John Sharkey observes in his Foreword, Monash 

would have valued the text as it likely would have assisted him in both the 

administration of projects and in taking on the role of an expert witness.  I tend to 

think also that Monash would have approved heartily of the publicly-minded spirit 

which quite palpably underpins this book.  The overwhelming impression gained is 

that Loots and Charrett are seeking to pass on their decades of combined 

experience in engineering and the law so as to ensure, to the extent possible, that 

mistakes which have been made in the past are avoided in the future. 
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The authors lay out before the reader a smorgasbord of construction law-related 

topics in a manner that is approachable to lawyer and construction professional 

alike.  No prior legal knowledge is assumed:  to bring readers from varying 

backgrounds up to speed, there are introductory chapters outlining the parts of the 

Australian common law and statutory landscape which are relevant to construction 

contracting, as well as discussion on key construction contracting features such as 

the range of standard forms and delivery methods available.  There is also a 

glossary setting out commonly-used acronyms and terms of art. 

Following the introductory sections, the book proceeds through some 20 chapters 

covering the specific legal issues which may be expected to be encountered in 

relation to construction contracts in Australia.  These will be familiar to readers of 

similar texts in other jurisdictions, such as Keating, Hudsonôs, Professor Uffôs 

Construction Law and leading US authority, Sweet and Schneier:  they include the 

Engineer/ Superintendentôs role, Subcontractors, Materials and Workmanship, 

Variations, Payment, Disputes and so forth.  As the authors note at the outset, the 

treatment of these topics is designed to be concise rather than comprehensive; 

therefore, the level of detail varies as does the bookôs coverage of the very latest 

developments in the case law and statutes.   

 Readers conversant with the FIDIC forms (which, as the authors note, are not so 

well known in Australia as elsewhere) will note the similarity in the structure of the 

book with that of the FIDIC major works forms (1999 edition).  Indeed, the chapter 

headings and sub-headings have deliberately been aligned with those in the FIDIC 

forms.  Whilst this approach is generally successful, readers without an intimate 

knowledge of the forms will be well-advised to refer carefully to the table of 

contents and index so as not to miss the treatment of important topics such as 

extensions of time (which, reflecting the FIDIC formsô dispatch of the issue 

primarily via sub-clause 8.4, is dealt with in a sub-topic; conversely, although force 

majeure is a concept largely unknown to construction contracting in Australia, an 

entire (short) chapter is devoted to it in apparent reflection of its treatment in clause 

19 of the FIDIC forms). 

Whilst the authors use the FIDIC framework as an organizing principle, they are by 

no means limited in their coverage to the topics dealt with in the FIDIC forms.  

Rather, there are insightful discussions on topics which are critical to construction 

law in its Australian context but which do not appear in the FIDIC forms, including 

the statutory reforms in the realms of proportionate liability and security of 

payment and the impact of the Trade Practices Act 1974.  
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Moreover, the text offers detailed comparative studies of dispute resolution options 

(including alternative/ óappropriateô dispute resolution) and uniquely-valuable case 

studies of projects which have been ósuccessfulô and óunsuccessfulô, from the 

Channel Tunnel to Bostonôs óBig Digô and many others which will be well-known 

to readers of this publication. 

Consistent with the authorsô apparent desire, noted above, not only to synthesise 

concisely the existing law but also to contribute to its rational reform, the authors 

offer guidance throughout as to initiatives which they regard as having the potential 

to contribute to best practice in construction contracting.  These include references 

to the Australian Contract Code, which was proposed some years ago as a means 

of avoiding the exigencies of the common law upon contractual performance and 

interpretation. 

All in all, then, this Practical Guide will be a valuable addition to the libraries of 

construction professionals at all levels of experience.  Those who already profess 

expertise in construction law will find in the book a highly valuable reference tool.  

This is especially the case as the book not only identifies and places in context the 

pertinent cases, statutes and commentaries as at mid-2009 but also points readers to 

resources so that the current position within our constantly-developing area of the 

law can be confirmed.  Such readers will also find, amongst the many nuggets 

offered by the authors stemming from their own experience and research, insights 

that extend their understanding of the various topics (for example, the various 

examples given of the way in which standard forms can be amended to better 

reflect a principalôs or contractorôs preferred risk allocation profile and the 

comparative tables of dispute resolution methodologies).  On the other hand, those 

new to construction law ï for example, with a background as a contracts 

administrator or a lawyer with expertise in another field ï will readily find a 

pathway to understanding the intricacies of this specialist area.   

This leads me to surmise that there is another, and perhaps more fundamental, 

reason why Sir John Monash would heartily have approved of this book. We are all 

aware of the gulf of ignorance, as to each otherôs perspectives and expertise, which 

has such a destructive tendency to divide the engineering and legal professions and 

lead to disputes and other counter-productive results. This book provides, through 

the generosity of its authors in sharing their expertise and insights, a robust yet 

flexible bridge across that divide. 

Reproduced with kind permission from International Bar Association from a review which 

first appeared in CLInt, (Construction Law International) 
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Matthew Bell is Lecturer and Co-Director of Studies for Construction Law, The University 

of Melbourne and Professional Support Lawyer, Construction and Major Projects Group, 

Clayton Utz (part-time) and National Committee Member, SoCLA. 

 
  

New Members 

SoCLA is pleased to report that the Society now has over 300 members. In the four 

months to December 2009, membership numbers expanded by 88%, from 161 to 

302. Reassuringly, this number includes no fewer than 30 members in any of the 

five mainland states. As the figures below show, New South Wales and Western 

Australia remain the best represented states in SoCLA on an absolute and a per 

capita basis respectively. Victoria was also notable during the same period for 

achieving a 95% growth in membership numbers, notwithstanding the presence in 

that state of a putative rival society. This means that, despite being less than a year 

old, SoCLA now has the second highest number of members of the various sister 

ñSCLò societies ï with only the original UK SCL having more members.  

 

The gender breakdown of SoCLA membership is currently 80% male; 20% female. 

Unsurprisingly, the organizations with the most SoCLA members are the major 

national law firms. Freehills is now the best represented firm, with 22 members, 

followed by Blake Dawson with 14 and then Allens Arthur Robinson and Minter 

Ellison with 11 apiece. 

 

Memberships by State (2009): 

State Aug Dec 

NSW 52 92 

VIC 39 76 

WA 41 64 

QLD 15 38 

SA 13 31 

NT 1 1 

Total 161 302 

 

Leading Firms: 

Freehills 22 

Blake Dawson 14 

Allens Arthur Robinson 11 

Minter Ellison 11 

Clayton Utz 7 

Corrs Chambers Westgarth 7 

Holding Redlich 7 

Mallesons Stephen Jaques 7 
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New Members: 

 
Nathan Adcock, SA 

Luke Aiken, NSW 

Scott Alden, NSW 

Toby Anderson, NSW 

Maggie Andrews, VIC 

Damian Andrews, VIC 

Philip Bambagiotti, NSW 

Alistair Bowden, QLD 

Matt Bradbury, QLD 

Geoff Brennan, SA 

Collette Burke, VIC 

Greg Carter, WA 

Jeremy Chenoweth, QLD 

Andrew Chew, NSW 

Rebecca Cifelli, WA 

Andrew Clark, VIC 

William Couthard, WA 

Andrew Crawford, VIC 

Nick Crennan, NSW 

Paul Croke, QLD 

Brett Cross, SA 

Heather Croucher, SA 

Adelina Dal Pra, NSW 

Christopher Darby, SA 

Mark Darian-Smith, NSW 

Paul Deschamps, NSW 

Nicholas Dillon, WA 

Bob Doherty, QLD 

Kim Doherty, WA 

Paul Dorrian, WA 

Daniel Dragovic, WA 

Lachlan Drew, SA 

Leigh Duthie, VIC 

Michael Earwaker, VIC 

Jeanie Elliott, SA 

Peter Exner, VIC 

David Fabian, NSW 

Sarah Ferrett, QLD 

Jennifer Galatas, VIC 

Nicholas Gallina, VIC 

Joseph Gianfreddo, VIC 

Andrew Griffiths, NSW 

Shane Grimminck, WA 

John Gurr, VIC 

Geoff Hansen, VIC 

Alex Hartmann, NSW 

Nicholas Helm, WA 

Jane Hodder, VIC 

Cindy Hynes, SA 

Sheena Jackson, SA 

Tony Janz, SA 

Joanna Jenkins, QLD 

Paul Jurdeczka, NSW 

David Jury, NSW 

Matthew Keane, QLD 

John Kehoe, VIC 

Damian Kelliher, WA 

Brad Kermond, NSW 

Mike Krsticevic, NSW 

Mellissa Larkin, SA 

John Lazenby, NSW 

Jay Leary, QLD 

David Lee, NSW 

Philip Liney, NSW 

Clive Luck, WA 

Rachel MacDonald, QLD 

Fiona MacLeod, WA 

Tony Makin, NSW 

Robert Marando, WA 

Josh Marchant, VIC 

James Masters, VIC 

Cathy Mayfield, SA 

Louisa McClurg, SA 

Patrick Mead, QLD 

Matthew Meakin, NSW 

Margaret Mertens, QLD 

Daniel Middleton, VIC 

Philip Miles, VIC 

Brian Millar, NSW 

Marko Misko, VIC 

Angela Morris, VIC 

Bill Morrissey, QLD 

Graham Morrow, WA 

Steven Murray, VIC 

Tanya Myint, QLD 

James Nicholls, NSW 

Kate Norman, WA 

Ian Nosworthy, SA 

Leighton O'Brien, NSW 

Brennan Ong, VIC 

David Opperman, VIC 

Steve O'Reilly, VIC 

Alex Ostermayer, NSW 

Patrick O'Sullivan, SA 

Alastair Oxbrough, VIC 

Grant Parker, NSW 

Kristen Percy, NSW 

Anthony Perkins, NSW 

Adrianne Petraccaro, SA 

John Pilley, VIC 

Jeremy Damon Quan-Sing, WA 

Paul Riethmuller, WA 

Doron Rivlin, NSW 

Andrew Romauld, VIC 

Wendy Roydhouse, NSW 

Nicholas Rudge, VIC 

Sean Ryan, QLD 

Anthony Saint, SA 

Michael Sanig, NSW 

Greg Skehan, NSW 

Tracey Smail, VIC 

Matthew Smith, NSW 

David Smyth, QLD 

Elisabeth Sobon, WA 

Cienevieve Staff, NSW 

Joanne Staugas, SA 
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Lindsay Stirton, NSW 

Geoff Stranden, NSW 

Mark Taylor, WA 

David Templeman, NSW 

Russell Thirgood, QLD 

Natalie Thomas, WA 

Francis Tiernan, VIC 

Minh Tran, VIC 

Jennifer Tyler, NSW 

Kara Vague, VIC 

Peter Ward, WA 

Russell Welsh, QLD 

Benjamin Whitten, QLD 

Anne-Marie Wholley, VIC 

Caroline Woo, WA 

Geoff Wood, VIC 

Julie Wright, NSW 

Dan Young, QLD 

 

 

 

Committees 

SoCLA is administered by a National Committee, an Executive and several subcommittees, the 

composition of which is listed below. Changes since previous edition highlighted in blue.  

 

 

 

SoCLA Executive 

 

Position Name Email State 

Chairman Ian Bailey  bailey@wentworthchambers.com.au NSW 

Vice-Chairman Phillip Greenham phillip.greenham@minterellison.com VIC 

Secretary Rashda Rana rashda.rana@lendlease.com.au NSW 

Treasurer Phillip Blunden pblunden@hindsblunden.com.au VIC 

Assistant Treasurer Donald Charrett d.charrett@vicbar.com.au VIC 

 

 

 

National Committee 

 

Name Email State 

Ian Bailey  bailey@wentworthchambers.com.au NSW 

Phillip Greenham phillip.greenham@minterellison.com VIC 

Rashda Rana rashda.rana@lendlease.com.au NSW 

Donald Charrett d.charrett@vicbar.com.au VIC 

Anders Axelson anders@pezala.com VIC 

Matthew Bell m.bell@unimelb.edu.au VIC 

Phillip Blunden pblunden@hindsblunden.com.au VIC 

Scott Ellis sellis@francisburt.com.au WA 

Basil Georgiou bgeorgiou@jacmac.com.au WA 

Mark Griffith mgriffith@hindsblunden.com.au NSW 

Catherine Morton cmorton@skm.com.au NSW 

Stephen Pyman stephen.pyman@holdingredlich.com.au QLD 

Andrew Robertson arobertson@piperalderman.com.au SA 

John Sharkey john.sharkey@deacons.com.au VIC 

David Watson dwatson@hindsblunden.com.au VIC 

Ted Williams twilliams@thiess.com.au QLD 

Kevin Woo kwoo@hindsblunden.com.au VIC 

mailto:bailey@wentworthchambers.com.au
mailto:rashda.rana@lendlease.com.
mailto:bailey@wentworthchambers.com.au
mailto:rashda.rana@lendlease.com.
mailto:m.bell@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:arobertson@piperalderman.com.au
mailto:twilliams@thiess.com.au
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Sub-Committees 

 

Membership 

 
Chair Stephen Barrett-White stephen.barrett-white@unitedgroupltd.com  

Vice Chair Rashda Rana rashda.rana@lendlease.com.au 

Member Tba  

 

Events/Social 

 
Chair Basil Georgiou  bgeorgiou@jacmac.com.au  

Member Rashda Rana rashda.rana@lendlease.com.au 

Member Kara Vague kara.vague@blakedawson.com 

Member David Court david.court@trett.com 

Member Kate Norman kate.norman@blakedawson.com 

 

Communications 

 
Chair Phillip Greenham phillip.greenham@minterellison.com  

Vice Chair David Court david.court@trett.com 

Member Michael Green michael.green@stjames.net.au 

Member Jack Moggach jack.moggach@barnet.com 

Member Rashda Rana rashda.rana@lendlease.com.au 

 

Academic 

 
Chair Matthew Bell m.bell@unimelb.edu.au 

Vice Chair Donald Charrett d.charrett@vicbar.com.au 

Member Robert Morgan roblawhk@usa.net 

Member Philip Evans p.evans@murdoch.edu.au 

Member Trevor Thomas twthomas@claytonutz.com 

 

 

Editorial/Publications 

 
Chair Anders Axelson anders@pezala.com 

Vice Chair Basil Georgiou bgeorgiou@jacmac.com.au 

Member Robert Morgan roblawhk@usa.net 

Member Kara Vague kara.vague@blakedawson.com 

Member Peter Chau peter.chau@bakernet.com 

 

Experts 

 
Chair Mark Griffith mgriffith@hindsblunden.com.au 

Vice Chair Catherine Morton cmorton@skm.com.au 

Member Stephan Iskowicz iskowicz_associates@bigpond.com 

Member Lolita Mohyla lolita@mohyla.com.au 

Member Brook Ewers bewers@gmail.com 

 

Domestic Legislation 

 
Chair Stephen Pyman stephen.pyman@holdingredlich.com.au 

Vice Chair Peter Chau peter.chau@bakernet.com 

Member Geoff Bartels g.bartels@bartelslaw.com.au 

Member Tba  

 

mailto:rashda.rana@lendlease.com.
mailto:rashda.rana@lendlease.com.
mailto:rashda.rana@lendlease.com.



