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Our Inaugural  Welcome! 

ELLO and welcome to the inaugural edition of the newsletter of an 
exciting new venture: The Society of Construction Law Australia
(“SoCLA”). SoCLA was born in April of this year after a lengthy 
gestation period. It launched itself upon the public 

cocktail parties in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide during 
May. The Society seeks to replicate in Australia the success that the United 
Kingdom-based Society of Construction Law (SCL) has enjoyed.

s many readers will be aware, the UK SCL looms large as an institution in 
its home country. Founded in 1983, its activities include holding meetings, 
lectures and social events, publishing papers, supporting educational bodies, 
sponsoring an annual prize paper and generally promoting interest in 
construction law. Membership of the UK Society has grown to an impressive 
2186 persons and has inspired the formation of similar “SCLs” in Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, the United Arab Emirates and New Zealand.

th our fellow Asia-Pacific jurisdictions well represented, and with no 
Australia-wide institution that focused comprehensively on construction law 
already in existence, it seemed only natural that Australia should commence 
its own version of this successful model. Thus SoCLA was spawned.

We are fortunate to have as our founding Patron and 
two of the nation’s most distinguished construction lawyers, gentlemen who 
will require no introduction for many readers. Our Patron is The Honourabl
Justice Peter Vickery, Justice of the Supreme Court of Victoria and presiding 
judge over the recently constituted Technology Engineering and 
Construction list in that state. Our Chairman is Professor Ian Bailey, SC, the 
eminent Sydney barrister, academic, author, arbitrator, architect and doyen 
of Australian construction law. Our committees and subcommittees include 
many other well-known industry leaders, whose names are listed later in this 
newsletter. 

We hope you find SoCLA a rewarding and fulfilling organization with which 
to be affiliated. 
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A Message from SoCLA’s Chairman 

Welcome to the first transmission from the Society of Construction Law 
Australia.  

Our Society clearly is, and will continue to be, the product of its members 
and their enthusiasm. The commitment and hard work shown to date is 
encouraging. Rashda Rana deserves special thanks for her energy and 
imagination. She has mustered a group of sub-committees into action and 
which are now beavering away. The website will soon be operating with full 
functionality. We are also close to finalising arrangements with SCL UK to 
ensure e-membership for all members of our Society. 

We have started with an absence of bureaucracy and a strong commitment to 
national participation and the enjoyment of learning from each other. I am 
confident that we can make the Society something to be proud of and that we 
will make a useful contribution to construction law. 

Professor Ian Bailey, S.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISING IN THE SOCLA NEWSLETTER 

SoCLA welcomes applications from commercial organizations 
whose product or service is likely to be of interest to our members. 

Rates (for A4 advertisements): 

  1 edition: $500 

  2 editions: $900 

  3 editions: $1275 

Other rates available on application. For publishers with textbooks to 
promote, we can offer packages which combine an independent 
book review by SoCLA’s academic subcommittee in this newsletter 
with one or more advertisements. We especially welcome the 
opportunity to publicize works by SoCLA members.  

For more information please contact newsletter@scl.org.au. 
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Programme of Events 

 

October 2009 

Friday, 2 October 2009 at 6:00pm – 11:00pm GMT 

“Never Mind the Ashes…”: An Informal Event to Celebrate the Launch 
of SoCLA (Joint Event with UK SCL) 

Speakers: Professor Ian Bailey SC (NSW Bar, Sydney), Phillip 
Greenham (Minter Ellison, Melbourne), Rashda Rana (Adjunct 
Professor, Sydney University Law School) & Matthew Bell (University 
of Melbourne) 
 
For further details (including booking) please refer to 
www.scl.org.uk/events. 

 
Chairman: Julian Bailey (CMS Cameron McKenna, London) 

 
Venue: Theodore Bullfrog (1st floor bar), 28 John Adam St, Charing 
Cross, London, WC2N 6HL 

 
There will be a light buffet. The bar is kindly being supported by the 
Society of Construction Law. There is no charge for attendance but places 
are limited to 100 and will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  
Please note that although this event is open to all, preference will be 
given to SCL or SoCLA members. In order to avoid disappointment, 
please respond as soon as possible to Frances Whitehead at 
frances.whitehead@btinternet.com giving your name and contact details. 
 

Friday, 16 October 2009  at 9:00 am, NZ time 

SCL New Zealand: Delays in Construction Contracts Conference 
 
Waipuna Lodge Convention Centre, Mt Wellington, Auckland NZ 
Speakers: Mark Binns, Andrew Jessop, Stuart Robertson, Phillip 
Blunden, Andrew Hazelton, Mark Weatherall, Kelly Quinn, Paul O’Brien 

For more information see www.constructionlaw.org.nz 

 

Tuesday, 20 October 2009 5:15pm - 6:15pm 

Dispute Boards and Construction Contracts 

(Event jointly hosted by SoCLA, CommBar and Dispute Review Board 
Australasia Inc.) 

Melbourne Seminar 

London Seminar & Reception 

Auckland Conference 
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Presenters: George Golvan, QC and Donald Charrett (Barristers, 
Victorian Bar)  

Venue: Neil McPhee Room Level 1, Owen Dixon Chambers East 

205 William Street, Melbourne VIC 3000. 
 
Dispute Boards are a new (for Australia) paradigm for the avoidance and 
resolution of disputes arising from construction contracts. The talk 
explains what a Dispute Board is, how it is constituted, and how it 
operates in practise in large projects. The key features which monitor the 
project, promote the avoidance of disputes and enable speedy and cost 
effective resolution of disputes, that might occur, will be highlighted. 
Costs of Dispute Boards will be discussed, and their cost effectiveness 
demonstrated. The efficacy of Dispute Boards will be demonstrated by 
reference to their use in successful projects in Australia, with particular 
reference to the outcomes achieved which would not have resulted from 
other dispute resolution or dispute avoidance processes.  
 
As seating is limited, notification of attendance is requested to 
barbara.toohey@vicbar.com.au. This Seminar is a component of the 
Victorian Bar CPD Program and will carry one (1) CPD point in the 
field of Substantive Law / Professional Skills 
 

November 2009 

Thursday, 5 November 2009 at 5.15pm AEDST 

SoCLA is organising a National Discussion Panel at 5.15pm AEDST on 
5 November 2009 on:    

“PROCUREMENT IN THE CURRENT CLIMATE”    

A panel discussion consisting of senior members of industry, 
government and the engineering profession will be linked in a national 
broadcast that will enable questions from  you to be answered. 

The event will give you an insight into the current drivers for 
procurement and the expectations of a range of stakeholders going 
forward.   You may also put your views forward on procurement in the 
current climate.  The discussion is expected to be frank and lively. 

Entrance is $40 for members and $50 for non-members of SoCLA. 

Places are limited, so please book your seat early at the city of your 
choice with the following: 

ADELAIDE:  RSVP:  Joy Virant:  joy.virant@feg.com.au 

BRISBANE:  RSVP:  David Court:  david.court@trett.com 

MELBOURNE:  RSVP: Nicole de Blaquiere: 
nicole.deblaquiere@blakedawson.com  

PERTH:     RSVP:  Julia Fanali:  jfanali@jacmac.com.au 

SYDNEY:  RSVP:  Rashda Rana:  ranaglynn@bigpond.com 

National Discussion Panel 
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Tuesday, 10 November 2009 at 2.00pm – 7.30pm AEDST 

Construction Law in the 21st Century: What have we learned so far? 
 
10th Anniversary of the Founding of the Construction Law Program at 
Melbourne Law School 
 
Melbourne Law School, 185 Pelham Street, Carlton  
 

Seminar from 2.00pm to 5.30pm 
Reception from 5.30pm to 7.30pm 

 
Melbourne Law School’s Construction Law Program has, since teaching 
of our specialist Masters and Graduate Diploma commenced in 2000, 
sought to make a substantial contribution to the ongoing development of 
construction law in Australia and around the world. This seminar offers 
an opportunity to reflect on the developments which have taken place 
during the past decade and to look forward to the way in which law and 
construction practice will – and, more importantly, should – interact in 
the future.  
 
Sessions: 
• The contracting landscape  
• Key developments in the law  
• Dispute avoidance and resolution  
 
Price: $250 (inc GST) ($175 inc GST for students currently enrolled at 
The University of Melbourne and alumni).  
 
Speakers and Panel Members:  

• The Honourable Justice Peter Vickery (Judge in Charge, TEC List, 
Supreme Court of Victoria)  
• Professor Ian Bailey SC (Co-Director of Studies for Construction 
Law, Melbourne Law School; NSW Bar)  
• Mr Matthew Bell (Co-Director of Studies for Construction Law, 
Melbourne Law School)  
• Dr Donald Charrett (Victorian Bar)  
• Mr John Digby QC (Chairman, Victorian Bar Council)  
• Dr Paula Gerber (Monash University Law School)  
• Mr Tony Horan (Victorian Bar)  
• Professor Doug Jones AM (Clayton Utz)  
• Professor Peter Megens (Mallesons Stephen Jaques)  
• Mr John Pilley (Pilley McKellar)  
• Mr John Sharkey AM (Deacons)  
• Professor Paolo Tombesi (Chair in Construction, Faculty of 
Architecture, Building and Planning)  
• Mr Peter Wood (Minter Ellison)  

 
Reception Guest Speaker: The Honourable Justice David Byrne (Head 
Judge, Commercial and Equity Division, Supreme Court of Victoria and 
Patron of the Construction Law Program)  
 
 

Melbourne Conference 
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RSVP: 19 October 2009. Please note that places are limited and 
registrations will not be accepted on the day. 
  
For more information please see www.masters.law.unimelb.edu.au/ 
constructionlaw or contact Genevieve Allen on g.allen@unimelb.edu.au. 

 

June 2010 

Inaugural Society of Construction Law Australia Annual 
Conference: 

“THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AND THE LAW: LIFE 
AFTER THE GFC” 

 Proposed Venue: Burswood Entertainment Complex, Perth, WA. 

Call for Papers 

Australia appeared to weather the Global Financial Crisis (“GFC”) 
better than some other advanced economies. Nevertheless, Australia 
was significantly affected by global events, and this impacted the 
construction industry in a number of ways. The theme of this 
conference is how the GFC has affected and will continue to affect 
the practice of construction law. 

Papers are invited relating to any construction law-related topic, 
particularly those which can be linked to the conference theme.  
Some suggested topics include: 
·  What was the impact of the GFC on the Australian construction 

industry?  

·  Will the GFC have a long-term impact on project financing and 
contractor capabilities? 

·  Has the nature of Contractor-Employer relationships been 
changed by the GFC? 

·  Did the GFC change the number or nature of construction 
disputes?  

·  Were the existing forms of ADR appropriate to resolve disputes 
arising from the GFC? 

·  Were the contractual provisions in place before the GFC 
appropriate to the risks that materialised?  Were particular forms 
of contract more or less suited than others to the changed 
circumstances? 

·  What lessons for the practice of construction law should be 
learned (or relearned) from the GFC? 

·  Will the GFC have a long-term impact on risk allocation? 

·  Has the GFC changed perceptions of the appropriate balance 
between time, cost and quality? 

·  Whole life costing of construction projects, and its influence on 
procurement methods. 

Perth Conference 
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·  Green capabilities of projects - energy efficiency, sustainability 
and minimising the carbon footprint. 

·  Are previous project management structures and resources 
appropriate in the post-GFC world? 

·  Do the time management provisions of contracts need 
rethinking? 

·  Do existing forms of contract allow the full advantages of 
modern BIM [Building Information Management] systems to be 
realised, or allocate the risks in using BIM to the party best able 
to manage them? 

·  What are the implications of the GFC for the Public-Private 
Partnership mode of delivery?  

·  What impact does an economic downturn such as the GFC have 
on the litigiousness of potential parties to construction disputes? 

·  How have government stimulus programs to address the GFC 
impacted on the construction industry? 

Intending authors should submit an abstract of their proposed paper 
of no more than 250 words by 29 January 2010. Details for 
submitting papers will be posted on the Society’s web page: 
www.scl.org.au. Following peer review, the authors of papers 
accepted for the conference will be advised by 26 February 2010. 
The full text of final papers is required by 30 April 2010, to ensure 
that the conference program can be finalised, and the papers will be 
available to conference registrants before the conference. Late 
papers will not be included in the conference program.   The 
recommended length of papers is around 5000 words. 

Authors of papers accepted will be allotted 10-15 minutes to present 
their papers at the conference, with a similar period for questions.  
Authors of accepted papers will be required to commit to attending 
the conference (at a reduced registration fee) to deliver their papers. 
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Previous Events  

Tuesday, 22 September 2009  

Alliancing – does it work? 

A national panel discussion video linkup was held on 22 September, on 
‘ALLIANCING – DOES IT WORK?’ linking Adelaide, Brisbane, 
Melbourne, Perth and Sydney so that our audience could attend in the city of 
their choice.   

Panel Members were: 

• In Melbourne, Bruce Gridley of Vic Roads and Allen Garner of John 
Holland, of the Middleborough Rail/Road Separation Alliance, winner 
of the 2007 Alliance Team of Excellence Awards; and 

• In Brisbane, John King of QR Network and Peter Josey of Aurecon, of 
the Trackstar Alliance, winner of the 2008 Alliancing Team of 
Excellence Awards. 

Panel members gave: 

•    a brief description of  their alliances; 

·  What worked for them; 

·  What they could have done better; 

·  Key elements of alliances; 

·  their opinions on alliances, and 

·  they answered questions from  across the country. 

The discussion was frank and not at all inhibited by the fact that panelists 
were linked by video. The format gave the audience in all states an 
opportunity to hear from key industry players based in other states.   

So successful was the event that we will use video conferencing for our next 
national panel discussion to be held on 5 November on ‘PROCUREMENT 
IN THE CURRENT CLIMATE’.  Don’t miss it! 
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SoCLA Launch Events 

These functions took place successively in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Perth and Adelaide during May 2009. All were declared a success. 

 

 

 
Pictured at the Melbourne launch event above are: Ian Bailey SC, The Hon. Justice 
Peter Vickery, Phillip Greenham, Rashda Rana, Donald Charrett, John Digby QC 
and Basil Georgiou. 

 

 
Kate Sanger, Katie Tucker, Peter Wood, Kate Morrow, Anna Delahey and Xin 
Zhang enjoy the hospitality at the Melbourne event. 
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Ian Hanger QC, Stephen Pyman and Ian Bailey SC at the Brisbane launch event 

 

 

 

Andrew Marshall, The Hon. Isobel Redmond MP (now SA Opposition Leader), Ian Bailey SC, 
Joanne Staugas and Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council The Hon. David Ridgeway 
MLC at the Adelaide launch event. 
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Ian Bailey SC and The Hon. Justice David Newnes at the Perth event. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding Signing Ceremony 

SoCLA has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Chartered Instituted of 
Building Australia (CIOB). The Memorandum provides for mutual assistance and the joint 
organization of activities and events in areas where the signatories share common interests. 
The signing ceremony took place in Sydney on 9 August 2009.  

 

 
Pictured above from left to right at the signing ceremony are: Chris Blythe (CEO CIOB), Tony 
Makin (Vice-Chairman IAMA NSW), David McGrane (Treasurer IAMA NSW), Anthony Grieve 
(IAMA Councillor), Rashda Rana (Secretary SoCLA), Ian Bailey SC, (Chairman SoCLA), Professor 
Li Shirong (President CIOB), The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG (President IAMA), Tim Sullivan 
(Past President IAMA), Varoujan Bedrossian (President CIOB Australia) and Peter Callaghan SC  
(Chairman IAMA NSW).
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SoCLA Committee Notices 

 
Honorary Memberships 
 
The SoCLA Executive recently resolved to grant a number of honorary 
memberships to esteemed members of the construction law community.  It 
wishes to announce that honorary memberships in the Society have been 
accepted by the following individuals: 
 

1. The Hon. Justice Peter Vickery. Mr Justice Vickery is the Patron of 
SoCLA and the Justice of the Supreme Court of Victoria who 
oversees the Technology Engineering and Construction specialist 
list. His Honour also introduced the Society at the Melbourne launch 
event. 
 

2. Sir Laurence Street, KCMG AC. Sir Laurence is a former Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of New South Wales who later became 
one of Australia’s most venerated practitioners of mediation and 
ADR. Sir Laurence launched SoCLA at its inaugural event in 
Sydney. 
 

3. Ian Hanger, AM QC. Mr Hanger practices at the Queensland Bar 
and is one of Australia’s best known practitioners of ADR 
internationally. Mr Hanger introduced the Society at the Brisbane 
launch event. 
 

4. The Hon. Justice David Newnes. Mr Justice Newnes is a Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Western Australia. His Honour introduced 
SoCLA at the Perth launch event. 

 
 

 

Members’ Notices 

In order to make our Members’ Newsletter more relevant to you, we are 
calling for and encourage our members to submit appropriate contributions 
for publication in our subsequent newsletters.   

We also welcome your comments and suggestions on the content you would 
like to see included in our quarterly newsletters.  

Please feel free to send your comments and contributions via post to the 
National Secretariat or email to newsletter@scl.org.au. 

Website 

Our website (www.scl.org.au) is currently under construction but should be 
up and running soon. 
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UK E-Memberships 

SoCLA advises that it has negotiated “overseas e-membership” of the UK 
SCL for all SoCLA members who desire it. This allows SoCLA members to 
access the UK SCL’s impressive database of academic papers embedded in 
its website free of any additional charge. This will be organized shortly. 
 
 
SoCLA Membership Drive 
 
SoCLA is ambitious to increase its member numbers. We would thus be 
grateful if you could forward this newsletter onto any current or former 
colleagues, friends, clients, employees, employers, contractors or opponents 
who might have an interest in construction law and who do not appear in the 
membership list below. An application form for SoCLA membership is 
annexed to the end of this document so that those to whom it is forwarded 
can apply to the Society for membership if they so wish. 
 
 

 

Members’ Papers 

SoCLA Essay Prize 

Society of Construction Law Australia Brooking Prize 
 
The Society has finalized the details for a substantial construction law essay 
prize along the lines of the Hudson Prize which has been offered for many 
years by the UK SCL.  Please see the flyer on pp. 19-20.  The closing date is 
31 March 2010.  The awards will be as follows: 
•     1st Prize – $4,000 

•     2nd Prize – $2,000 

•     Student prize – $1,000 

•    Commendations may also be awarded 

•     All entrants awarded a prize or commendation will, in addition, 
be granted complimentary membership of the Society for one year. 

 

 

Construction News 

New Security of Payment Bills in South Australia and Tasmania 

After almost half a decade since Australia's latest security of payment 
legislation was enacted in the Northern Territory in 2004, both the South 
Australian and Tasmanian parliaments are currently progressing their own 
security of payment bills. 

Recently in August 2009, the Tasmanian Parliament called for public 
comments and submissions to its draft Building and Construction Industry 
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Security of Payment Bill 2009.  Submissions should be sent to Workplace 
Standards Tasmania and the window for submissions close 11 September 
2009. 

Similarly, in South Australia, after numerous adjournments, the Building and 
Construction Industry Security of Payment Bill 2009 is again scheduled for 
debate in the South Australian Parliament on 24 September 2009. 

 

New Members 

As this is our first newsletter, our “new members” for this edition consist of 
all registered SoCLA members to date. As can be seen from the table below, 
our membership currently numbers 161. State-by-state, New South Wales 
has the highest number of members on an absolute basis (52), while Western 
Australia is the best represented state on a per capita basis. Gender balance is 
male 84%, female 16%. The best represented firm is Corrs Chambers 
Westgarth with seven members, followed by Maddocks with six members. 
Several other organizations are tied on five members apiece. 

Memberships by State: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abbreviations Below: 
(F) Foundation Member 
(E) Executive Member 
(H) Honorary Member 

 
Nathan Abbott, VIC 
Adam Alembakis, NSW 
Charles Anderson, WA 
Timothy Ash, NSW 
Anders Axelson, VIC (F) 
John Baartz, VIC 
Ian Bailey, NSW (E,F) 
Andrew Barclay, VIC 
Adrian Baron, QLD 
Stephen Barrett-White, NSW 
Geoff Bartels, NSW 
Michael Batch, QLD 
Michael Battye, SA 
Matthew Bell, VIC (F) 
Anthony Bereyne, WA 
Phillip Blunden, VIC (F) 
Kristina Botsis, WA 
John Clark Brimacombe, SA 
Stephen Byrne, NSW 
Peter Callaghan, NSW 
Cecilia Camarri, WA 
Greg Campbell, VIC 

David Campbell-Williams, NSW 
Melanie Cave, WA 
Andrew Chapman, NSW 
Donald Charrett, VIC (E,F) 
Peter Chau, VIC 
Jae-Ho Choe, WA 
Michael Christie, NSW 
Chris Clark, WA 
Mardi Conduit, SA 
Doug Coombes, NSW 
David Court, WA 
Richard Crawford, QLD 
Aleisa Crepin, QLD 
Beth Cubitt, VIC 
Leanne Cunningham, NSW 
Mark Cuomo, WA 
Mark Davies, WA 
Simon Davis, WA 
Mark Dempsey, NSW 
David Doyle, NSW 
James Doyle, NSW 
Tom Earls, SA 

NSW 52 
WA 41 
VIC 39 
QLD 15 
SA 13 
NT 1 
Total 161 
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Graham Easton, NSW 
Scott Ellis, WA (F) 
Philip Evans, WA 
Brook Ewers, NSW 
Robert Fenwick Elliott, SA (E,F) 
Mal Fielding, NSW 
John Fisher, WA 
Spencer Flay, WA 
Hugh Foxcroft, VIC 
Martin Frayne, SA 
Colin Fullerton, SA 
Patrick Gallagher, NSW 
Phillip Gardiner, VIC 
Stacy Gardner, WA 
Basil Georgiou, WA (F) 
Tom Grace, SA 
Nicola Grayson, NSW 
Michael Green, NSW 
Phillip Greenham, VIC (E,F) 
Mark Griffith, NSW (F) 
Eve Grimm, VIC 
William Guthrie, NSW 
Ian Hanger, QLD (H) 
Meighan Heard, QLD 
Michael Heaton QC, VIC 
Kiley Hodges, NSW 
Anthony Horan, VIC 
David Howard, SA 
John M Hutcheson, NSW 
Stephan Iskowicz, NSW 
Scott David Jackman, NSW 
Ian Jackson, NSW 
Mark Jones, WA 
David Jordon, NSW 
Khalid Karim, NSW 
Gerry Keim, NSW 
Scott Kennedy, NSW 
Adam Kent, WA 
Janelle Kerrisk, QLD 
Caroline Kirton, VIC 
Ben Kremer, NSW 
Phillip Lee, NSW 
Simon Lee, WA 
Sarah Leonard, WA 
David Levin, VIC 
Troy Lewis, QLD 
Eric Liddell, NSW 
Robert Lillingston, WA 
Vincent Liu, WA 
Glynn Logue, WA 
Jan Luikens, NSW 
Gordon Lynas, VIC 
Richard Machell, WA 
Kelli MacMillan, WA 
Hamish Macpherson, QLD 
Richard Manly, VIC 
Jane McMeekin, VIC 
Isla McRobbie, WA 
Karyn Mealey, NSW 
Peter Megens, VIC 

John H Miller, WA 
Nicholas Mills, VIC 
Lolita Mohyla, SA 
Albert Monichino, VIC 
John Morhall, WA 
Catherine Morton, NSW (F) 
Francesco Nardone, QLD 
Mark Nathan, NSW 
The Hon. Justice David Newnes, WA (H) 
John Nunns, VIC 
Justin O'Callaghan, QLD 
Mike O'Shea, NSW 
Robert Owen, WA 
Chris Palombo, NSW 
Ding Pan, NSW 
Elisabeth Peden, NSW 
Ian Percy, VIC 
Rod Perkins, NT 
David Powell, VIC 
Stephen Pyman, QLD (F) 
Rashda Rana, NSW (E,F) 
Rajiv Ratneser, WA 
Ian Charles Rea, NSW 
James Reilly, WA 
Jason Ricketts, WA 
Shane Ridley, VIC 
Paul Roberts, QLD 
Andrew Robertson, SA (F) 
David Robertson, NSW 
Adam Rollnik, VIC 
Rudolf Rose, NSW 
Richard Ross-Smith, SA 
Chris Ryder, WA 
Walter Scheherazade, WA 
Martin Scott, VIC 
John Sharkey, VIC (F) 
Frank Shelton, VIC 
Toby Shnookal, VIC 
Michael Sonter, WA 
Greg Steinepreis, WA 
Andrew Stephenson, VIC 
Sir Laurence Street, NSW (H) 
Matthew Stulic, NSW (F) 
Tullio Tagliaferri, SA 
David Talintyre,  
Trevor Thomas, VIC 
Barry Tozer, NSW 
Kyle Tratter, QLD 
Jeremy Twigg, VIC 
The Hon. Justice Peter Vickery, VIC (H) 
Peter Ward, NSW 
Geoffrey Peter Warren, NSW 
David Watson, VIC (F) 
Paul Wellington, WA 
Michael Whitten, VIC 
Natalie Wigg, WA 
Richard Wilenski, WA 
Ted Williams, QLD (F) 
Kevin Woo, VIC (F) 
Peter Wood, VIC 
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Paul Woods, VIC 
Joel Yeldon, WA 

Xiang Zhou, NSW 

 

 

Committees 

SoCLA is administered by a National Committee, an Executive and several subcommittees, the 
composition of which is listed below. 
 
SoCLA Executive 

 

Position Name Email State 
Chairman Ian Bailey  bailey@wentworthchambers.com.au NSW 
Vice-Chairman Phillip Greenham phillip.greenham@minterellison.com VIC 
Secretary Rashda Rana ranaglynn@bigpond.com. NSW 
Treasurer Robert Fenwick Elliott rjfe@feg.com.au SA 
Assistant Treasurer Donald Charrett d.charrett@vicbar.com.au VIC 

 
National Committee 
 

Name Email State 
Ian Bailey  bailey@wentworthchambers.com.au NSW 
Phillip Greenham phillip.greenham@minterellison.com VIC 
Rashda Rana ranaglynn@bigpond.com NSW 
Robert Fenwick Elliott rjfe@feg.com.au SA 
Donald Charrett d.charrett@vicbar.com.au VIC 
Anders  Axelson anders@pezala.com VIC 
Matthew Bell m.bell@unimelb.edu.au VIC 
Phillip Blunden pblunden@hindsblunden.com.au VIC 
Scott Ellis sellis@francisburt.com.au WA 
Basil  Georgiou bgeorgiou@jacmac.com.au WA 
Mark Griffith mgriffith@hindsblunden.com.au NSW 
Catherine Morton cmorton@skm.com.au NSW 
Stephen Pyman stephen.pyman@holdingredlich.com.au QLD 
Andrew  Robertson arobertson@piperalderman.com.au SA 
John Sharkey john.sharkey@deacons.com.au VIC 
David Watson dwatson@hindsblunden.com.au VIC 
Ted Williams twilliams@thiess.com.au QLD 
Kevin Woo kwoo@hindsblunden.com.au VIC 

 
Sub-Committees 

 
Membership 
 

Chair Stephen Barrett-White Stephen.barrett-white@unitedgroupltd.com  
Vice Chair Rashda Rana ranaglynn@bigpond.com 
Member Tba  
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Events/Social 
 

Chair Basil Georgiou  bgeorgiou@jacmac.com.au  
Member Rashda Rana ranaglynn@bigpond.com 
Member Kara Vague Kara.vague@blakedawson.com 
Member David Court David.court@trett.com 
Member Kate Norman Kate.norman@blakedawson.com 

 
 
Communications 
 

Chair Phillip Greenham Phillip.greenham@minterellison.com  
Vice Chair David Court David.court@trett.com 
Member Michael Green Michael.green@stjames.net.au 
Member Rashda Rana ranaglynn@bigpond.com 

 
Academic 
 

Chair Matthew Bell m.bell@unimelb.edu.au 
Vice Chair Donald Charrett d.charrett@vicbar.com.au 
Member Robert Morgan roblawhk@usa.net 
Member Philip Evans p.evans@murdoch.edu.au 
Member Trevor Thomas twthomas@claytonutz.com 

 
 
Editorial/Publications 
 

Chair Anders Axelson Anders@pezala.com 
Vice Chair Basil Georgiou bgeorgiou@jacmac.com.au 
Member Robert Morgan roblawhk@usa.net 
Member Kara Vague Kara.vague@blakedawson.com 
Member Peter Chau Peter.Chau@bakernet.com 

 
Experts 
 

Chair Mark Griffith mgriffith@hindsblunden.com.au 
Vice Chair Catherine Morton cmorton@skm.com.au 
Member Stephan Iskowicz Iskowicz_associates@bigpond.com 
Member Lolita Mohyla Lolita@mohyla.com.au 
Member Brook Ewers bewers@gmail.com 

 
Domestic Legislation 
 

Chair Stephen Pyman Stephen.pyman@holdingredlich.com.au 
Vice Chair Peter Chau Peter.Chau@bakernet.com 
Member Geoff Bartels g.bartels@bartelslaw.com.au 
Member Tba  

 
SoCLA Conferences 
 

Chair Donald Charrett d.charrett@vicbar.com.au 
Vice Chair Anders Axelson Anders@pezala.com 
Member Kate Norman Kate.norman@blakedawson.com 
Member Peter Chau Peter.Chau@bakernet.com 
Member John Sharkey John.sharkey@deacons.com.au 
Member Dato Kevin Woo kwoo@hindsblunden.com.au 



 

 
  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Papers are now invited for the
2010 

(Commendations may also be awarded)

All entrants awarded a prize or commendation will, in addition,
be granted complimentary membership of the Society for one year.

The Brooking Prize is named for The Hon Robert Brooking 
pioneering contribution to the study and practice of construction law in Australia.  It is based upon 
the Hudson Prize offered annually by the Society of Construction Law (UK) (see 
www.scl.org.uk/hudson-prize). 

The subject matter for entries should be related to Construction Law.  For example, topics may 
include: Construction & Engineering Contracts; Dispute Resolution / Avoidance; any aspect in 
relation to Construction Law of: Adjudication, Arbitration; Litigation; Company Law; Taxation; 
Torts. 

The Society invites entries from all disciplines and levels of experience.  Entries within the 
general and student divisions will be judged separately.

The Judging Panel will allocate ma

·  50% - ‘Originality of thought or approach and contribution to the study or practice of 
construction law or its applications in the industry’.

·  40% - ‘Quality of analysis, explanation and discussion of chosen topic’.  Considerable weight 
is given to the freshness of ideas and the value of the work.

·  10% - ‘Clarity of presentation, grammar, spelling, punctuation and any referencing’.  Entries 
are to conform to the 
http://mulr.law.unimelb.edu.au/files/aglcdl.pdf

NB: Entries must be original, ie, not previously published elsewhere. The Society reserves the 
right to publish any entries in hard copy and/or on its website, with copyright be
the author and the Society.  The Society will not unreasonably refuse publication elsewhere of any 
entry provided that a note acknowledging the paper’s original submission to (and, if applicable, 
publication by) the Society in respect o

Papers are now invited for the 
2010 Brooking Prize 

 
1st Prize – $4,000 
2nd Prize – $2,000 

Student prize – $1,000 
(Commendations may also be awarded) 

 
All entrants awarded a prize or commendation will, in addition,

be granted complimentary membership of the Society for one year.

The Brooking Prize is named for The Hon Robert Brooking AO in recognition of his Honour’s 
pioneering contribution to the study and practice of construction law in Australia.  It is based upon 
the Hudson Prize offered annually by the Society of Construction Law (UK) (see 

The subject matter for entries should be related to Construction Law.  For example, topics may 
include: Construction & Engineering Contracts; Dispute Resolution / Avoidance; any aspect in 

Adjudication, Arbitration; Litigation; Company Law; Taxation; 

The Society invites entries from all disciplines and levels of experience.  Entries within the 
general and student divisions will be judged separately. 

The Judging Panel will allocate marks as follows: 

‘Originality of thought or approach and contribution to the study or practice of 
construction law or its applications in the industry’. 

‘Quality of analysis, explanation and discussion of chosen topic’.  Considerable weight 
iven to the freshness of ideas and the value of the work. 

‘Clarity of presentation, grammar, spelling, punctuation and any referencing’.  Entries 
are to conform to the Australian Guide to Legal Citation 
http://mulr.law.unimelb.edu.au/files/aglcdl.pdf). 

be original, ie, not previously published elsewhere. The Society reserves the 
right to publish any entries in hard copy and/or on its website, with copyright be
the author and the Society.  The Society will not unreasonably refuse publication elsewhere of any 
entry provided that a note acknowledging the paper’s original submission to (and, if applicable, 
publication by) the Society in respect of the Brooking Prize is included in such publication.

All entrants awarded a prize or commendation will, in addition, 
be granted complimentary membership of the Society for one year. 

in recognition of his Honour’s 
pioneering contribution to the study and practice of construction law in Australia.  It is based upon 
the Hudson Prize offered annually by the Society of Construction Law (UK) (see 

The subject matter for entries should be related to Construction Law.  For example, topics may 
include: Construction & Engineering Contracts; Dispute Resolution / Avoidance; any aspect in 

Adjudication, Arbitration; Litigation; Company Law; Taxation; 

The Society invites entries from all disciplines and levels of experience.  Entries within the 

‘Originality of thought or approach and contribution to the study or practice of 

‘Quality of analysis, explanation and discussion of chosen topic’.  Considerable weight 

‘Clarity of presentation, grammar, spelling, punctuation and any referencing’.  Entries 
Australian Guide to Legal Citation (available at 

be original, ie, not previously published elsewhere. The Society reserves the 
right to publish any entries in hard copy and/or on its website, with copyright being held jointly by 
the author and the Society.  The Society will not unreasonably refuse publication elsewhere of any 
entry provided that a note acknowledging the paper’s original submission to (and, if applicable, 

f the Brooking Prize is included in such publication. 
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Entries are to be: 

·  Not more than 5000 words. Note: While footnoting or other method of referencing sources 
does not count towards this total and is encouraged, footnoting is not to be used for substantive 
text. 

·  Identifiable by essay title only: It is important that the author’s name or company name does 
not appear anywhere on the paper itself! 

·  Accompanied by a covering letter: 
o showing the title of entry, author’s name, daytime telephone number and email address; 
o confirming that the author accepts the terms set out in this invitation; and 
o indicating whether the essay is submitted in the general or student division (entrants in the 

student division must be currently-enrolled students and are to provide the name of their 
institution and student number). 

The Society retains absolute discretion as to whether to award a prize in any category. 

Joint entries (no more than two authors) will be accepted but joint authors are to share any prize 
awarded. 

Entries must be received by 31 March 2010, by email to the Secretary at [TBA].  Late entries will 
not be forwarded to the judges.  The Society intends to announce the prize winners at its annual 
dinner in June 2010 in Perth. 

These rules are to be posted on www.scl.org.au and may be altered at any time by the Society. 

Please direct any queries to the Chair of the Academic Subcommittee, Matthew Bell, 
m.bell@unimelb.edu.au. 



 

 

  
 
 

Application for Membership 
 
To the Council of the Society of Construction Law (Australia):  
 
I apply for membership of the Society of Construction Law (Australia).  I declare that the information given below is true an
my work is connected with the construction industry and the law relating to it, either directly or indirectly.  If the Council of the 
Society decides to admit me to membership, I agree to abide by the Society's constitution (and any amendments to it).
 
I have read the note below at § below and, if I become a member of the Society, I:
·  agree �  do not agree �  to being sent mailings from the Society including mailings sent electronically such as by email;
·  agree �  do not agree �  to being sent mailings by external organisations selected by 

electronically such as by email. 
 
Signed………………………………………………………dated………………………………………………............
 
Surname †* …………………….…………………...First name † …...…………………………….. Title †…………..
 
Organisation (if any) †* …………………………...…………………
 
Full postal address †* ………………………………………………………………………………………………........
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....
 
Tel †* ………………………....………… Fax †* ………………………………………… DX …………….………..
 
Email * ……………………………………………...……………………………………………………
 
Degrees and qualifications † ………………………………………...…………………………………………………..
 
Main occupation/profession †  Please circle one of the following:  Academic, accountant, adjudicator, arbitrator, architect, 
claims consultant, construction client, contractor, engineer mediator, project manager, solicitor, student, subcontractor, surveyor, 
other construction consultant, other lawyer, other.
 
Nature of present involvement in construction law and areas of particular interest †
 
………………………………………………………………
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....
 
Payment may be made by cheque or electronic transfer of funds.
 
� I enclose a cheque for ………….............(AU
fee.  For the third and subsequent members (up to a maximum of 10) who are employees of the one organisation in the one locat
a fee of $100 each applies). 
 
� Electronic Transfer: Bank SA 
BSB: 10 59 00  Account No: 16 843 2440
Account Name: Society of Construction of Law Australia
(Please insert your name as the reference so that the funds can be appropriately allocated)
 
Please return completed form (and cheque, if paying by cheque) to:
Rashda Rana, Secretary Society of Construction Law (Au
2000 
 
Rashda can be contacted on RanaGlynn@bigpond.com
 
Notes: 
# A copy of the Constitution can be found at 
* These details will appear in the Members Director.  
† This information must be provided please.
§ The Society allows carefully selected external organisations with an interest in construction law (such as publishers and con

providers) access to its database of members' names and other details and to send mailings, including electronic mailings, 
you wish to stop receiving mailings from the Society or external organisations, please contact 

 

To the Council of the Society of Construction Law (Australia):   

I apply for membership of the Society of Construction Law (Australia).  I declare that the information given below is true an
construction industry and the law relating to it, either directly or indirectly.  If the Council of the 

Society decides to admit me to membership, I agree to abide by the Society's constitution (and any amendments to it).

elow and, if I become a member of the Society, I: 
 to being sent mailings from the Society including mailings sent electronically such as by email;
 to being sent mailings by external organisations selected by the Society, including mailings sent 

Signed………………………………………………………dated………………………………………………............

Surname †* …………………….…………………...First name † …...…………………………….. Title †…………..

Organisation (if any) †* …………………………...……………………………………………………………………

Full postal address †* ………………………………………………………………………………………………........
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

Tel †* ………………………....………… Fax †* ………………………………………… DX …………….………..

Email * ……………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………...

Degrees and qualifications † ………………………………………...…………………………………………………..

Main occupation/profession †  Please circle one of the following:  Academic, accountant, adjudicator, arbitrator, architect, 
contractor, engineer mediator, project manager, solicitor, student, subcontractor, surveyor, 

other construction consultant, other lawyer, other. 

Nature of present involvement in construction law and areas of particular interest † 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

may be made by cheque or electronic transfer of funds. 

AUD) made payable to the Society of Construction Law (Aus
fee.  For the third and subsequent members (up to a maximum of 10) who are employees of the one organisation in the one locat

Account No: 16 843 2440 
ociety of Construction of Law Australia 

(Please insert your name as the reference so that the funds can be appropriately allocated) 

Please return completed form (and cheque, if paying by cheque) to:   
Rashda Rana, Secretary Society of Construction Law (Australia), National Secretariat, Level 9, 52 Phillip Street, SYDNEY NSW 

RanaGlynn@bigpond.com if you have any queries regarding membership or the Society.

nstitution can be found at www.scl.org.au 
These details will appear in the Members Director.   
This information must be provided please. 

The Society allows carefully selected external organisations with an interest in construction law (such as publishers and con
providers) access to its database of members' names and other details and to send mailings, including electronic mailings, 
you wish to stop receiving mailings from the Society or external organisations, please contact michael.green@stjames.net.au

I apply for membership of the Society of Construction Law (Australia).  I declare that the information given below is true and that 
construction industry and the law relating to it, either directly or indirectly.  If the Council of the 

Society decides to admit me to membership, I agree to abide by the Society's constitution (and any amendments to it). 

 to being sent mailings from the Society including mailings sent electronically such as by email; 
the Society, including mailings sent 

Signed………………………………………………………dated………………………………………………............ 

Surname †* …………………….…………………...First name † …...…………………………….. Title †………….. 

………………………………………………… 

Full postal address †* ………………………………………………………………………………………………........ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

Tel †* ………………………....………… Fax †* ………………………………………… DX …………….……….. 

……………... 

Degrees and qualifications † ………………………………………...………………………………………………….. 

Main occupation/profession †  Please circle one of the following:  Academic, accountant, adjudicator, arbitrator, architect, barrister, 
contractor, engineer mediator, project manager, solicitor, student, subcontractor, surveyor, 

………………………………………………………….... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

ustralia) ($200 membership 
fee.  For the third and subsequent members (up to a maximum of 10) who are employees of the one organisation in the one location, 

stralia), National Secretariat, Level 9, 52 Phillip Street, SYDNEY NSW 

if you have any queries regarding membership or the Society. 

The Society allows carefully selected external organisations with an interest in construction law (such as publishers and conference 
providers) access to its database of members' names and other details and to send mailings, including electronic mailings, to members.  If 

michael.green@stjames.net.au. 


